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R & 15 Principal’s Greeting
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| Dear Parents, .
Another exciting month has passed at HD Beijing School. We have enjoyed several I
special events as part of our October festivities. The community spirit continues to
impress upon me as to how lucky we are to be in a school with such dedicated parents
and staff. 1 love how our HD family always unites to make these occasions a
memorable experience for our children.

Following our return to school after Golden Week, students participated in a variety
of activities to celebrate Literacy Week. It was a time to appreciate and share our
love of reading, whilst acknowledging how fortunate we are to have access to a
wonderful array of books and a myriad of literacy-based opportunities at HD.
Students also returned to a vast selection of Enrichment Programmes which aim to
extend, and diversify, areas of interest.

On 31st October, we held the much-anticipated Harvest Event, which was absolutely
Spooktacular! Everyone came out in their best fancy dress, classrooms were festive,
and the overall atmosphere was electric with our children’s enthusiasm and
excitement. It was the perfect way to end the month of October, with our whole
school community celebrating together.

As we move into November, we have some key dates for the diary, including: Giving
thanks from 5th-9th, and Parents’ Open Days from 20th-23rd November.

During November, you and your child(ren) may notice that some of our male staff
look a bit different. They are growing moustaches in support of ‘Movember’, a
month of raising awareness of men’s health. If the moustaches are not to your liking,
do not worry as they will be gone in a month’s time ;)

A gentle reminder that as the weather is growing increasingly chilly, please ensure
that children come to school with suitably warm attire, to best enable them to make
the most of outdoor playtimes with their friends.

Wishing you a marvelous month ahead !

Sincerely,
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RMER Subject Information
Design Thinking

Things in DT have taken a turn for the spooky in the weeks leading up to
our big Harvest Day celebration! All learners are exploring Design
Thinking skills and processes by looking at monsters, shapeshifters and
eerie imagery.

Our Prep learners worked in teams to collaboratively design the face of
their monster. Since monsters are imaginary, anything goes! Prep learners
loved taking turns drawing and waiting to see what creative idea their
teammates had. Look at the joy on those faces! In the lessons to follow,
Prep learners have been tasked with transforming their drawings into
wearable masks. It was quite a challenge figuring out where to put the eye-
holes! Very soon, we’ll each have a mask to take home.

In Grade 1, we imagined our monsters’ personalities and hobbies and
designed bodies to match. After, learners practised visually deconstructing
their own drawings into basic shapes in order to build a pocket-sized
version of their monsters to take home. That wasn’t the only challenge;
learners also practised scaling the size of a project carefully so that it will
not change in appearance when we change the size. Quite a task and look
at these in-progress results!

Grade 2 took monster design one step further by entering into the design
process. Learners did a great deal of thinking and planning before
beginning to draw. They made charts to determine the favourite
hobbies/activities of their monster, then determined what body parts a
monster would need to perform those activities. Learners drew monsters
with the listed parts and needed to refer back to their lists to confirm that
all design requirements had been met. Next, we’ll be dreaming up ways to
hide, trap or cage our monsters and building 2D representations of our
ideas.

Grade 3 is designing and building shapeshifting agamographs that will
help us transform seemingly normal animals into spooky creatures. We’re
honing measurement skills and practising following written English
instructions for a task. We can’t wait to see some shapeshifting magic
come to life!

Grade 4 is also venturing into the design process by designing decorations
for our Harvest Day celebration. We’ve learned about determining a
product’s user and considering the feelings and needs of our user when
designing a product. We use this information to identify design
requirements for our project. We also practised rapid ideation to generate
as many school-appropriate ideas as possible and learned to compare each
ideation to our determined design requirements to understand which idea
is strongest for our project. Keep an eye out around campus for some Year
4 creations.

pg. 4



54 gt
AEFWTRMGEIRNILAR, RTBYERERET/IVINEN., FEMTBEMNR/NMEE. TREUREREER, ®’R
FEIRITRYERRE.
HAFEBAYNARLVNAS RO TR ERESER. BAMESRT/INAIRIESS, ELFRERIRTt
HEBESE. FRNZAHIEEFOMEESE, MEFEESHRMNSZECHFER. EtbiI EABRRAIE
B! EETRAORET, FRHRYNBRIIGAMNMEFERA AR EER. TE(IkR, MEAEmE ik
RN ERTR— MMk RIR, IR SEE CRIB R RIS !
—ERNARINIANECSHNMNEERE T RS, ZFURSESERNSR,. e, ZFNEIRREECHIE
H, BEBEAEFER, HLULERTIEORKIENEM. ZAIEIFRREEHERZR. XEEE—Ak—
—/INBRNTEFEF IS MERN R AR EIMNE, XAIARHERNE)L. RREEMIAFmIE!
—FRFENEESRITNEH—S—MNESHEANE TEFRINER. ZAIFEENESECH, FELITK
ENEEMT. RISHTEESRFRENER, FREERMEENSNETHIIHRT. IKES S
FEHER, FESHHEEERESCREIIRTHAERITER. ET¥, HIGEHERE. BErHeEs
Kt F B (=R,

SERF/NPRIEERTT, B2ESSEMEEMEENRITE. FENFITNERTD, GFIEF/EHETNR
BB TR, HIERERRAEEIERIME A3 R SR !

PR 4 IEEIR I R RRERRITYIm ! G aE BT mEAERNRZMERIRT T &M~ m. thIIRE
HEHREER, ARt TARME. R, AIETkmXE, BHRUESHNTFESFIILALLR,
EHAGIRUTFERNIRESR. AFXEREEE, BRI INFEREZIAKERITHICIS FR!




International Art
Prep: Who Am 1?
Students first used a mirror to draw a reflection of themselves through observation of
facial features, lines, and shapes. After drawing their self-portrait, students learnt to
cut out shapes and glue them around their self-portrait. Students developed patterns
inside their shapes.
Prep: Clay Impressions — Earth: Our Home
In this project, students learnt and understood the importance of our trees and keeping
Earth, our home, clean. Using leaves from plants and trees, students made an
impression in clay. In the end, students learnt that they use objects from the Earth to
create impressions in clay through pressing techniques, developing patterns shapes,
and texture.
Grade 1: My Community and Where | Live
Students learnt that they could identify themselves in the communities they live by
using patterns, shapes, and lines when drawing 3D looking buildings on paper.
Students viewed buildings near their neighbourhood and drew where they lived on
paper. After designing their building, students applied various colours to their
community buildings using crayons and coloured markers.
Grade 2: Pinch Bowl Animals
Students learnt how to manipulate clay into a useful object. Firstly they experimented
with ideas of sketching and drawing, then designed an object that can be used at
home or school. They learnt new techniques on how to attach pinch clay into a bowl
and add pieces of clay through scoring and slipping techniques.
Grade 3: How do artists make their work feel alive?
After designing their own community Bas Relief Sculpture, students learnt how to
choose their own colours using tempera paint, and mixing colours to get their desired
colour to bring their Bas Relief Sculptures to life.
Grade 4: How do artist transform their drawing into a Bas relief Sculpture?
Students were shown the history of Bas Relief sculptures throughout various
communities around the world. Students learnt the importance of describing
themselves through a clay Bas Relief Tile. Students drew four images that they might
want to use for their Bas Relief. Students chose one drawing from the four sketches
they wanted to design for their Bas Relief tile sculpture. Students created their own

g Bas Rellef Tile Sculpture using various techniques such as sculpting, scoring, and




SR RER?
FEBIRENRE CRESMHE &X0NE, BHECHIE
&, FHECERHTREIAFNE, EREINE, FERHSTE
ZEIPEEEIGEE.

FRHE: FTEIR—EK: BAIRIxE

MIRRET, FEOTHR. ZITRASTERRERR. KREEEH
BEYR., FENBEIWNHEIFT BCHIMLIER. &, FEF
I TIMAERRERASEFENER, FEIERIAFISEE,
—FR: FEERTTX

—FRAVINARER LRH) 30 BFRRE, LIER, FORRESIHA
HeREHX., FEMEFENERE, EREERSRENSMH
BXEHT B CiEiHtX.

-2 B S 17

B, FEMNBIEHER, WHECHER, ZERIEREER
PRI LAEZR B E YRR, FEI NIRRT ENE—
SCRIER, e IAMXES TIME@EI SR SRR L, B!
WERTS, EFmPRINEL L.

=ER: WERLEZ At BpnE?

BTLFHRAR, FEMRTTHR, EIANREFERE, &
HCRE®, ERNETESHFRELECRTENEY, E8C
AUz B FER AN A,

MU WMAEE CRYE RIS Ti%iFRT?
BANFEI T HRSAGLFMAE, FEIZNsARFIERIAE
HHERME. FEIERSH T IGKEE, FMNPIEE—KIE X
FRERIEE], FHET SR T RS E I EREL

pg. 7



Things have been getting really exciting in ICT class. For
the past 5 weeks we have been busy with the topic, Using
Technology, which involved learning about different types
of technology and how to use them in our day to day lives.
One of the most important skills for the students to master
is the correct finger placement when typing. The Grade 3s
and 4s are thoroughly enjoying the typing lessons and have
seen great improvement in their proficiency over the past
few weeks. The target objective is to master the ability to
type up to 20 words per minute and some students have
even exceeded that with some going as high as 26 words!
Amazing!

This month also saw our students involved in coding and
video game design theory. The Grade 4s have been using
the programme ‘Scratch’ to build their own video games for
their classmates to play. Programming and video game
coding is a great platform to turn our students into creators,
critical thinkers, and problem solvers. The creative aspect
of game design allows students to use their imagination and
to create vast digital landscapes in which their peers can
explore. Our students loved sharing their games with their
classmates during our classroom showcase lesson.
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International Music

It’s been a ‘Spook-tober’ month in music! All of the students
have been learning about the classical composer Camille
Saint-Saéns, and his Symphonic Poem entitled ‘Danse
Macabre’ which means ‘Death Dance’ in French. The
skeletons rise from their graves on Harvest Festival night,
and they dance all night long until the sun comes up, then the
rooster crows and the skeletons find their grave and rest until
the next year.

A symphonic poem is a piece of orchestral music, which
illustrates the content of a poem through music. The students

have learnt to follow a ‘Listening Map’ visually and aurally,
and can recognise a variety of orchestral instruments by ear,
such as violin, flute, and drum. They also have learnt to listen
for a ‘theme’ (main idea or melody). In ‘Danse Macabre’ the
students heard a pumpkin theme, ghost theme, and a skeleton
theme.

Students have also studied Norwegian composer Edvard
Grieg, and his piece entitled ‘In The Hall of The Mountain
King’ from ‘Peer Gynt Suite’. The piece follows main
character Peer Gynt, in a dream-like fantasy. There are trolls,

gnomes, and goblins who are protecting the mountain King
as Peer Gynt tries to make his way to the top of the mountain
to see the King. The song uses quarter notes and eighth note
rhythms for its main melody, and in music class we use the
words ‘goblin (for short-short) and ‘troll’ (for long). The
students really enjoyed tiptoeing and making statues on the
way ‘up the mountain’ to find the King at the end of the song.
Grade 1-4 students have also received a special folder, in
which they will keep all of their music hand-outs. They have
beautifully decorated the front cover of their folder with
music notes and symbols.
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Chinese Art

The Chinese art teacher led students into the autumn season’s
course, and encouraged them to discover the colour’s of autumn.

| Prep students learnt about painting with water colour. Using
| monochrome to primary and intermediate colours, and drawing
| monochrome objects with crayons. They imagined that they were
the season of autumn, and wrote a letter to the season of winter.
Grade 1 students further studied secondary colours based on their
understanding of primary and intermediate colours. Through the
painting of an autumn mural, they were able to truly understand
the relationship between the colours.

Grade 2 students studied the integration of colour and texture
which helped them create interesting dioramas.

Grade 3 students were able to create a piece of paper with
different textures by using different coloured materials. They used
their handmade paper to paint autumn themed pictures and made
an autumnal mobile sculpture based on Calder's moving
sculptures.

Grade 4 students continued studying shapes. Comparing the
autumn sun with the painted glass windows often seen in other
cultures. The children were able to make a link between their own
culture and that of other countries.
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PE

Prep and Grade 1 students have learnt how to safely use a Hula

Hoop, and other important Hula Hoop skills. Lessons started with

a game called ‘Musical Hoops’ which is one of their favourite
e *warm-up games, and they began to participate and demonstrate
various skills with a Hula Hoop. Students are working on
techniques like Hula Hooping, Rolling the hoop, Hoop Spin, Hula
Hoop Jump Rope, and Hand Spin.
In"addition to Hoop skills, the students have started to enjoy a
variety of teambuilding activities, learning how to work with each
other, how to react when we are facing different ideas, problems,
and challenges and dealing with unexpected outcomes.
Grade 2 has participated in a variety of sports ranging from
badminton, handball and golf. In badminton, the students had a
chance to rally with a partner over the newly acquired nets. In

golf, the students were introduced the sport with a special putting
lesson. We have just begun a unit on handball, with the first
lessons focusing on passing and catching the balls.
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Swimming

The swimming programme is now in full
swing and the students of Grade 2, 3 and 4
are learning various stroke and kick
techniques. This month the focus has been on
the freestyle technique. Students have now
been divided into two groups based on ability
in order to allow them to work at their own
level. Each lesson begins with a sport
specific warm up and an out of water lesson
on proper stroke and kick techniques.
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Team Sports

In Team Sports, the Prep and Grade 1 students have
continued to work on their motor skills, with an emphasis
on activities that will assist in more complex sports as they
grow older. We have also began learning some of the
stations that will be part of in the school’s House Sport
Day. Last week the students practiced relay races and an
obstacle course. The students had a special golf
introduction lesson with a focus on putting. Also, this
month we saw our new students being sorted into their
house groups (Dragons, Gryphons, Centaurs and Phoenix).
In Team Sports, the Grade 2, 3 and 4 classes continued to
learn games that emphasise team work, strategies and
athletic skills. Hula Hut Ball was a favorite game for many
of the students, as it is active and fun and involves good
use of strategies to win. We have continued to emphasise
sportsmanship, effort and fun when we are participating in
team sports. The students had a special golf introduction
lesson with a focus on putting. We have now began
learning the skills involved in the game handball.
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Chinese Drama

Prep:

Reviewed “Counting Jujubes” and practiced the different
acts of the show.

Practiced how to use their breath and voice.

Practiced how to control their body during performances.
Learnt the “Story of Seeds”:

Teachers showed students a variety of seeds and
encouraged them to discuss their shape. The teacher
explained to the students what happens when a seed is
trying to break out of its hard shell.

The children were asked to imagine themselves becoming
seeds and to enact in front of the class, how a seed would
emerge from its hard shell, including the struggle of
breaking out, squeezing, pulling and colliding with each
other whilst counting from one to five.

Students were eager to discuss the whole process of plant
growth under variable conditions. They thought about how
they could perform to portray a seed in sunlight, and on
windy, rainy or snowy days.

The teachers encouraged students to discuss what the seeds
would grow into in the future.

Grade 1:

“Listen to Mother’s Word” accompanied by the ukulele.
Practiced breath training. They also performed the tongue
twister “Counting Jujube” whilst practicing using their
expressions and voices.

Mirror practice:

Practicing grimacing, and performing acts such as brushing
their hair, washing their face, and getting dressed, without
using props.

Grade 2:

Practiced the chorus of “Listen to Mother’s Word”.
Carrying out open mouth, tongue and voice resonance
exercises and practicing tongue twisters;

Read and performed the textbook drama’s “Friends” “The
Fox” and “The Crow”

Grade 2A carried out a rehearsal of “Nezha’s Trouble in
The Sea”

Grade 3:

Practiced the Hip-Hop dance for the Christmas
performance;

Emphasis was placed on rhythm and movement.

The teacher demonstrated whilst counting the beats, and
then the students completed all the movements
independently.

Boys practiced the hip-hop rhythmic movements whilst
girls practiced the jazz movements.

Grade 4:

Actor’s practiced lines from ‘Talking Horse’

Played games: empathy exercises — The children closed
their eyes and attempted to find a bottle.

Performance: The teacher taught the children how to
improvise a performance, focusing on things such as time,
place and subject.
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Library

We received a delivery of Chinese and English books at the school in October. Almost 100 books are borrowed from
our library daily. The top ten readers during October were:

We hope that all of our students have taken pleasure in their reading.

Our autumn course began at the beginning of October. Students learnt about autumn through the stories and pictures
in their books.

Grade 1: We began our journey together with Mr. Leaf! Whilst reading, students made animals or pictures of scenery
out of the magical leaves. It was almost as if we had moved autumn into the library! Grade 1 students also turned
themselves into beautiful autumn elves, by creating their own crowns out of leaves.

Grade 2 & 3: Autumn is here, but the autumn wind has yet to show up. How can the leaves fall without the beckoning
of the wind? During October, Grade 2 students have learnt the concept of life through a story about a lost hedgehog
finding its way home. Grade 3 students enjoyed the beauty of autumn alongside the lost hedgehog in the story, and made
masks out of leaves and pine cones. They turned themselves into a Leaf Superman!

Grade 4: Students began their autumn courses with a story about a mysterious stranger. Our students saw the different
scenery caused by solar terms for each season. Grade 4 students made their own photo frames decorated with leaves
and pine cones. What a beautiful autumn!

On top of the autumn course, Grade 1 & 2 students learnt about the composition of books. They designed a book cover
and created a character of their own. Grade 3 & 4 students learnt about the concept and approaches of classification.
They practiced by trying to find different ways of grouping poker cards. Following the lead of ‘Tidy Group’, students
got to know the working of classification in the library.




